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About Homes for the Rest of Us
Homes for the Rest of Us is in the process of forming as a public charity, a non-profit 501(c)(3), based in Santa Barbara, California. Its Board of Directors will be composed of community stakeholders, such as government employees, financial and legal professionals and community groups, especially those representing the same clientele we propose to represent, IE: lower-income. 

Its Mission is to develop/build homes for lower income individuals, including workers in the following industries and jobs: farming, retail, charities, government, hospitality, emergency services. We will also try to serve others by creating homeownership opportunities in co-operatives for those whose income may be a source of mortgage payment, yet they may not have funds for down payments, or credit worthiness because they have a lack of sufficient income, such as retired seniors, veterans and disabled. 

To accomplish this mission, HRU will network with other agencies in Santa Barbara, which provide services to lower income individuals. Using qualifications already made for other agencies' services, HRU will work to provide qualified individuals the opportunity to purchase a home.

The reason we are forming this organization as a public charity/non-profit is because we want the results of the work to be vested in the hands of the community, not private enterprise. Although one of our goals is to own a percentage interest in a private for-profit LLC which has plans to develop homes for persons who are other than our clientele. The reason for owning that interest is so that we can have an income stream to this organization through that ownership. The founder also wants to create an organization that will outlive him as an individual, so that it doesn't end with his future disassociation thereby. 

HRU will work most-closely with two particular agencies, one of which is a local advocate for affordable housing (Prospective Homeowners Association-PHA) and in a different for-profit it will own a 33-1/3rd share (Competitively Priced Residences-CPR), which is an affordable housing development company, also known as a "social enterprise". 

· Utilizing the services of Competitively Priced Residences, HRU will foster the construction of low-cost homes, mostly through the facilitation and use of pre-fabricated, or factory-built products. 

· HRU will also see an income from the sales of homes to others which come from the buildings that CPR creates, through a percentage ownership in that LLC.

· HRU will also work closely with another agency named Green Business Development Co., which is forming as a local economic development association. The purpose for working in alliance with this organization is to help provide better-paying positions to low income persons who can be trained to perform work offered by that company. 

· HRU will work with companies that can apply as many green building techniques to the homes we construct. 

· HRU will also work closely with the County of Santa Barbara and the federal department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD), as it is able, to utilize set-asides and funds for the development of affordable housing for those of lower income.

· Clients of HRU will qualify for homes based upon their working incomes or subsidies and credit worthiness. HRU will work to educate these prospective homeowners on becoming credit worthy and reducing their debts, as well as teaching them how to purchase and keep a home. 

· HRU will also establish co-operative management organizations to manage home owner-occupied premises. 

For more information, please contact: Gary R. Cook, founder/developer
Cell (805) 450-2819 / Fax (805) 456-4324
PO Box 23942, Santa Barbara, CA 93121
http://www.GaryRCook.com/HUM/HRU/index.htm

